COMMISSION OF THE PEACE, IRELAND. 



COPIES of the Correspondence between the Government in Ireland, 
the Lieutenant ol the County of Armagh, and the Very Reverend the 
Dean of Tuam, relative to the Dismissal of that Gentleman from 
the Commission of the Peace ; and also, the Proceedings of an 
Investigation into the Causes of his Dismissal, held at Tanderagee 
in October last. 



CORRESPONDENCE. • 



Extract of LETTER from Mr. P. M'Connell to Sir William Gosset, 
dated Tanderagee, 27 July 1834. 

“ DURING the present month there have been at least five processions in this 
town and neighbourhood, shots fired both by night and by day, the- country kept 
in continual alarm, and no attempt has ever been made to put a stop to such con- 
duct, or to prosecute the offenders, although many of them are well known. On 
last Wednesday evening a procession with drums and music assembled within seven 
yards of the dwelling-house of the magistrate of this town, and within ten perches 
of the police station, raised a bonfire, and having burned in effigy Mr. Hancock, 
the magistrate of Lurgan, and no attempt was made to prevent it; indeed 1 have 
reason to believe a magistrate of this county was present, cheering, on the 
occasion. 

“ As a Protestant, I feel bound to say, that nothing but the exemplary and 
passive conduct of the Roman-catholic population, and which I hope will continue, 
has prevented and prevents the most fearful consequences.” 



To W. Henry , Esq., Sub-Inspector, Armagh. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 31 July 1833. 

A communication having reached Government from Mr. M'Connell, a profes- 
sional gentleman residing at Tanderagee, in which he states that he has reason to 
believe that a magistrate was present cheering an assemblage of’orangemen that took 
place on Wednesday last, near that town, on which occasion Mr. Hancock, the magis- 
trate of Lurgan, was burned in effigy, I am to signify the Lord Lieutenant’s desire 
that you will put yourself in immediate communication with Mr. M'Connell and 
Mr. Hancock, to whom you will lend your best aid to discover and bring to justice 
the offenders. 

* . I am, &c. 

W m. Gosset. 

P. S. You will use your best exertions to discover if a magistrate acted as repre- 
sented, and if so, furnish his name. W. G. 



To Colonel Sir William Gosset, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir, Armagh, 1 August 1833. 

In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, I have the honour to acquaint you that 
I have called on Mr. M'Connell, an attorney, residing in Tanderagee, who has 
mentioned to me that he does not wish for the present to take any steps respecting 
the magistrate whom he states “ he has reason to believe was cheering an assem- 
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Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PAPERS RELATING TO THE DISMISSAL OF THE 



Wage of Orangemen that took place in Tanderagee, when Mr. Hancock, a magistrate 
of Lurgan, was burned in effigy,” as he expects to procure affidavits to that effect, 
which should he obtain he will transmit direct to you, or through me, for the Lord 
Lieutenant’s information. 

I expressed my readiness to afford him every aid in my power if be would pro- 
ceed immediately, but he declined doing so, and repeated his wish of letting thp 
matter rest for some days, until he could make his arrangements ; stating, as his 
reason, that if any thing was done suddenly there were so many persons of influence 
who would support the orangemen that he might be prevented from obtaining the 
information he expected. He also mentioned, that he had no desire to become 
a prosecutor in the matter, and that he merely wrote to acquaint Government of 
what was going on in the country ; however, he would now do any thing that was 
proper. 

I have, &c. 

William Henry, Sub- Inspector. 

P. S. Probably it may be proper for me to state, that Mr. M‘Connell mentioned 
that the Rev. Dean Carter was the magistrate he alluded to in his communication 
to Government, but as he had not told any other person the name, he did not wish 
me to make it public.. 



To Sir William G osset, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir,. . Tanderagee, 6 August 1833. 

I am honoured with your letter of the 5th instant, and now beg to transmit you 
herewith three affidavits respecting the outrage committed at Tanderagee by an 
assemblage of orangemen on the 24th July. 

I tendered those affidavits to Colonel Blacker, at petty sessions at Portadown; 
yesterday, (that being the next station, and the magistrates here being implicated,) 
and requested that gentleman to swear the persons intending to make same,, and 
who were in attendance ; but after he had read them he refused to do so, and I was 
obliged in consequence to bring the parties before Mr. Hancock, the next magis- 
trate, who took the affidavits in my presence. 

Two of the deponents, Morrison and Fryar, are Protestants. 

M ith reference to the outrage committed at Ballyhagan, in the county of Armagh, 
by a procession of orangemen, on the 12th July last, and which was investigated 
before the magistrates at Portadown on the 27th ultimo, and adjourned until yester- 
day, as stated in the letter I had the honour of addressing to you on the 27th 
u timo, I am sorry to have to say, that notwithstanding a renewal of my former 
0 er to abandon a prosecution, provided the parties accused would sign a written 
eel. nation that they would henceforward abstain from party processions, in com- 
pliance with the lav, I was obliged, on the part of my clients, to lodge informa- 
10ns against 22 individuals for unlawfully assembling and inarching in procession, 
for not and assault, and one for firing a pistol with intent to murder, the whole of 
the orangemen accused having deliberately refused my offer, and expressed their 
determination to continue such processions. 

Permit me to add, that I will have great pleasure in rendering any assistance in 
my power to the constituted authorities in their benevolent efforts to extinguish 
a ane u sys em of party feuds, which is daily destroying the best interests and • 
the peace and prosperity of this part of the United Kingdom; 

I am, & c. 



P. M*Connell. 



' ‘ R ’1 {°^! 1 Fryar, of Tanderagee, in said county, linen wedver, 

the th r ■\ ma ‘ cet * 1 oat h, and saith, that on the evening of Wednesday, 

believes wiiimn' V severa bodies or lodges of orangemen, as deponent 
aforesaid * within Wt 1 d 1 mm J a . nd rausic > assembled in the street of Tanderagee 
nSiic ^ ° f the dwclli "S-l'°n S e of William Loftie, Esq. the 

g • te of that town, and convenient to the police station or barrack, and there 

erected 
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dean of tuam from the commission of the peace. 



erected a pole, with a pitch barrel on the top anil a gallows projecting therefrom, on 
which was hung the figure of a man, dressed with a frock-coat, straw hat, and 
trousers, in representation of William John Hancock, Esq. the magistrate of Lurgan, 
in said county, and that a bonfire was then and there kindled around said pole, and 
the said effigy was burned amidst the cheers of the assembly and the beating of 
drums and music playing party tunes. Deponent saith, that in said assemblage, and 
convenient to the bonfire so raised, he distinctly saw the Very Rev. Thomas Carter, 
rector of the parish of Ballymore, in said county, dean of Tuam, and a magistrate 
of the counties of Down and Armagh, as deponent has heard and believes, and also 
George Washington Patton, the. captain commandant of the Tanderagee corps of 
yeomanry, both of whom remained and were present with the mob so assembled 
for a considerable time. Deponent saith, that a son of his, a lad of about seven 
years of age, having gone to said bonfire he followed him to bring him from it, 
which, was the cause of this deponent’s happening to be present. 

Sworn before me, a magistrate of the county his 

of Armagh, at Lurgan, in said county, this John -f- Fryer , 

5th day of August 1 833. mark. 



William John Hancock, 

J. P., Armagh and Down. 

Truly read by me to the deponent before swearing and signing, which I 
pose to, 

Pat. M'Conncll, Solicitor. 



de- 



County of Armagh, - ] Richard Morrison, of Tanderagee, in the county of Armagh, 
to wit. /linen weaver, and a member of the Tanderagee corps of 
yeomanry, maketh oath, and saith, that during the day of Wednesday, the 24th day 
of July last, it was publicly known in Tanderagee and its weigh bourhood that the 
Orangemen' of that town and its vicinity were to assemble in the evening of said 
day in Tanderagee aforesaid, for the purpose of burning in effigy William John 
Hancock, Esq. a magistrate of said county, who resides at Lurgan, and who had 
made himself obnoxious to the orangemen, as deponent believes, by having caused 
a member of them to be arrested for walking in procession on the last 12th of July. 
Deponent saith, that in the evening of said 24th day of July last, several bodies or 
lodges of orangemen marched in procession into Tanderagee, accompanied with 
drums and music, and assembled convenient to the gate leading to Lord Mdnde- 
ville’s castle, and within a few yards of the dwelling-house of William Loftie, Esq. 
the magistrate of said town, and about 12 perches from the police station. Depo- 
nent saith, that he joined the crowd which had so assembled to the number of at 
least 1,000, as deponent believes, from curiosity, and that a large pole was then 
erected, having a pitch barrel on the top of it and a gallows projecting therefrom, 
on which whs hung the figure of a man, dressed with a frock-coat, straw hat, and 
trousers, in representation of Mr. Hancock. Deponent saith, a large quantity of 
bramble or firewood was brought out of Lord Mandeville’s gate, which deponent 
believes was collected in his (Lord Mandeville’s) demesne, and a bonfire was kindled,' 
around which the drums and music played and beat amidst repeated cheers, and 
occasional groans for Mr. Hancock. Deponent saith, that he distinctly saw the 
Very Rev. Thomas Carter, rector of the parish in which Tanderagee is situate, 
dean of Tuam, and a magistrate, as deponent believes, of the counties of Armagh 
and Down, present with the mob on said occasion, and distinctly saw him take qjffi 
his hat and repeatedly wave it round his head and cheer, and deponent saith the 
said Very Rev. Thomas Carter remained a considerable time with the crowd so 
assembled on said occasion. Deponent saith, that he also saw on said occasion, 
present with the mob so assembled, George Washington Patton, of Tanderagee 
aforesaid, captain of the Tanderagee corps of yeomanry, Richard Trotter, an officer 
in said corps, and postmaster and stamp distributor of Tanderagee, and Abraham 
Hardy, of Violet Hill, near Tanderagee, another officer in said corps, and who were 
all encouraging, as deponent believes, the proceedings then going forward. . Depo- 
nent saith, that on the conclusion of the scene, and when Mr. Hancock’s effigy was 
burned, the mob carried the said George Washington Patton round the remainder 
of the bonfire on their shoulders amidst repeated cheers. Deponent further saith, 
357- a 2 that 
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that the crowd, on the conclusion of the bonfire, was regaled with a barrel of beer, 
furnished by and brought from Lord Mandeville’s castle, as deponent believes, 
and which was distributed inside his castle gate by persons in Lord Mandeville’s 
employment. 

Sworn before me, a magistrate of the county his 

,of Armagh, at Lurgan, in said county, this Richard + Moj'rison, 

5th day of August 1833. mark. 

William John Hancock , 

J. P., Armagh and Down. 

Truly read by me to the deponent before swearing, which I depose to, 

, Pat. M'Conncll , Solicitor. 



County of Armagh , 1 James M‘ Veagh, of Tanderagee, in said county, hired ser- 
to wit. J vant, maketh oath, and saith, that on the evening of Wednesday, 
the 24th day of July last, several lodges or bodies of orangemen, as this deponent be- 
lieves, entered the town of Tanderagee, accompanied with drums and music playing 
party tunes, and assembled in the street of said town within a few yards of the 
dwelling-house of William Loftie, Esq., the magistrate of that town, and at a 
short distance from the police barrack j and deponent saith, that the persons so 
assembled, or some of them, erected a pole, with a pitch barrel thereon, as deponent 
believes, and a gallows projecting therefrom, on which was hung the figure of a man 
dressed with a frock-coat, straw hat and trousers, in representation of William 
John Hancock, Esq., of Lurgan, who, deponent has heard and believes, is a magis- 
trate of said county. Deponent saith, that a bonfire was kindled and raised by the 
persons so assembled, and the said effigy was burned amidst the cheering of the 
mob, the drums beating and the music playing party tunes nearly all the time. 
Deponent saith, that he distinctly saw the Very Rev. Thomas Carter, rector of the 
parish of Ballymore arid dean of Tuam, and a magistrate, as deponent has heard 
and believes, of the counties of Armagh and Down, standing convenient to said 
bonfire for a long time, and distinctly saw him waving his hat round his head and 
cheering with the mob on the occasion. Deponent saith, he also saw present with 
the mob so assembled, on said occasion, George Washington Patton, of Tanderagee, 
captain commandant of the Tanderagee corps of yeomanry, who was also cheering 
with the persons so assembled during the time the said effigy was burning. Depo- 
nentjsaith, that on the conclusion of the bonfire, the said George W. Patton was 
carried round the remains of it on the shoulders of a part of the mob, amidst 
repeated cheer?. Deponent further saith, that he also saw Richard Trotter, an 
officer in said Tanderagee corps of yeomanry, and postmaster and stamp distributor 
of l anderagee, present with the mob so assembled as aforesaid, and where he re- 
mained during the greater part of the time the said effigy was burning. 

Sworn before me, a magistrate of said county, James Jl' Vea«h. 

at Lurgan, in said county, this 5th day of 
August 1833. 

William John Hancock, 

J. P., Armagh and Down. 



To the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, &c. &c. 

* T L ° rd ’ . Dublin Castle, 12 August 1833. 

, IJ , AV , E , t ’? honour to transmit to your Lordship a communication which has 
been laid before his Excellency from Mr. M'Connell, enclosing informations on 
oath respecting an outrage committed by an assembly of orangemen at Tanderagee 
on the 24th July last. 0 b 

I JlT ‘ J pa “i CU T s f 1 fo , rth ™ these 'l«uments, and which appear to the 
■ 1 U e ” an ® attach to the part taken by Dean Carter on the occasion great 
S ° C ? uduct J i bot 1 “ a ma S istrate and clergyman, his Excellency has 
thlTl T Tn d th ?, caBe t0 your Lordsl,i P> * order that you may consider 
taken 0 f it* 16 ® ard ^ ean barter as a magistrate, some serious notice should not be 



I ha’ 



, &c. 



IVUVuim Cosset. 
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To Dean Carter , See. &c. &c. 

Sir, Court of Chancery, Dublin, 11 Sept. 1833.. 

I am desired to send you the accompanying copies of three affidavits which 
have been laid before the Lord Chancellor, and to say that his Lordship desires to 
know whether you wish to give any explanation on the subject, as his Lordship 
considers the conduct imputed to you as most unbecoming in a magistrate. 

I have, &c. 

R. M'Causland. 



To Richard B. M‘Causland, Esq., &c. &c. 

Sir, _ > Tanderagee, 13 September 1833. 

I had the honour of receiving this morning your letter with three affidavits. 

On the day alluded to in the affidavits I dined at Lord Mandeville’s in com- 
pany with several gentlemen and ladies. 

I beg most possitively to state, that I did not know there was any intention of 
making a bonfire, nor did I leave the drawing-room until one of the children 
called out there was a fine noise in the street, upon which I left the castle, and 
found a bonfire in full blaze. 

* The ladies were standing near the castle' gate, who I joined to protect from the 
pressure, and to obviate, if I saw a necessity, any tendency* to riot. 

While I remained there was no appearance of riot, and I walked from the castle 
on my way home through the town, and all was quiet. 

I have, &c. 

Thomas Carter. 



To Dean Carter , & c. &c. &c. 

Sir, 4 Court of Chancery, Dublin, 17 Sept. 1833. 

I am directed by the Lord Chancellor to inform you that his Lordship is sorry 
that he cannot consider your explanation as at all satisfactory j and his Lordship 
regrets that he is under the necessity of directing your removal from the commission 
of the peace for the county of Armagh. 

I have, &c. 

R. M'Camland. 



To Sir William Gosset, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir, Four Courts, Tuesday, 17 Sept. 1833. 

I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, that the Lord Chancellor has given directions for the removal of the 
Very Reverend, Dean Carter from the commission of the peace for the county of 
Armagh ; and by his Lordship’s desire, I send herewith a copy of Dean Carter’s 
explanation, with a copy of the Lord Chancellor’s reply. 

I have, &c. 

Richard B. M ( Causland, 

Secy to the Lord Chan r . 



To the Earl of Gosford, Sec. & c. &c. 

My Lord, Tanderagee, 23 September 1 833. 

I t.eg leave most respectfully to call your Lordship’s attention, as Lieutenant of 
this county, to the enclosed documents, first permitting me to lay .before you the 
following statement of facts connected with them. 

On the evening alluded to in these affidavits I happened to dine at Lord Man- 
fltville’s, situated, as your Lordship knows, at the opposite end of Tanderagee -from 
my residence. 

3 . 57 • a 3 Some 
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Some time after dinner, towards dusk, one of his Lordship’s little sons ran into 
the drawing-room, saying, there was a row or noise in the village, on which I as 
well as many others of the company, among whom was my daughter, went towards 
the gate, and on its being opened I saw a fire in the street, around which a number 
of persons, chiefly boys, were amusing themselves huzzaing, &c. &c. 

The cause or object of their assemblage I solemnly, and on my honour, deny to 
have had the slightest knowledge of, nor had I time to acquaint myself with it or 
to consider what steps, if any, I should take upon the occasion, for in a few 
moments we found ourselves, by a movement of the crowd, surrounded, and in fact 
mixed up with it, and the ladies becoming frightened and anxious to escape, my 
attention was completely taken up with them, to get them back within the castle 
gate ; this, with difficulty, and occasionally addressing myself to some of the crowd 
who knew me, I accomplished ; and having seen them safe, proceeded homeward 
which I was obliged to do on foot, having been under the necessity of giving up 
my carriage to my daughter and some other ladies, who were much alarmed. As 
I passed down the street several persons saluted me by moving their hats, which 
courtesy I returned, as is customary with me, at the same time the people appeared 
to be quietly dispersing in various directions, and in fact were so. 

Such, my Lord, is a plain statement of facts, which adroitly garbled, and ingeni- 
ously perverted and bolstered by perjury, (of which proof is enclosed,) have been 
considered sufficient to warrant the dismissal of a magistrate of 32 years’ standing 
without further investigation than what the brief correspondence enclosed may 
amount to. The affidavits I had heard of being prepared and hawked about tliQ, 
country by a person named M‘Connell, heretofore a schoolmaster, but lately 
admitted an attorney. 3 

They were tendered to several magistrates, who on perusal and inquiry declined 
taking them ; and I had no idea of the man’s persevering in charges so completely 
at variance with the facts, and got up solely, I aver, for the gratification of private 
pique of some standing, and the worst party spirit. 

t } rec f‘ vet lt|h e letter, No. i, (nth September) from the secretary of the 
Tord Chancellor, and here, my lord, I am free to confess that my note, No. 2 
(13th September,) written hastily in reply, was much too brief and incomplete for 
the importance I since find attached to the affair, but the truth is, I had no idea 
that this correspondence was any other than preliminary to an investigation of the 
matter ; and being called on, as it struck me, rather for observation than defence, 
i considered myse f in fact as merely entering as it were a plea of “ Not Guilty ” 
reserving my exculpation and the exposure of the malice and falsehood of the charge 
for the expected investigation. Had I viewed matters in any other light, or for 
a moment conceived that proceedings in such a case, and between such parties, 
™ V P oss| b'hty have been so extremely summary, it would have been easy for 
“ _ f- A j' St ( orth at once . the statement above made to your Lordship, accom- 
pamedby the observations with which I now proceed to trouble you. 

tbit hnnfir 3 . T u C ™& or ms j' nuatlon of any cognizance of, or connexion with 
this bonnre, as well as to that of 1 



or indir^tlv tn ti ? any encouragement given by me, either directly 

?Tow d Ld . I, have already put in a most solemn disclaimer. 

alCdavit of P H ‘a 1116 1 "™ ]d ”° w dil «‘ par attention to the 

and that of one of' . f y ’-, W V° Se r L e . s P ectebilit y » well known to your Lordship, 
riven th “ which you will see the degree Sf credit to be 
seded without tl 1 fi P eraons 011 w hose influenced testimony I have been super- 
me encTof Mr H °f> ™ ss ->^™ation. They are made to swear to the 
Larlv two^L; m.. dy ,V n Tan . de,a «f’ , at a time when he was quietly at home, 
filcliino a farthintr 7 'n™ lt 't b he lowest pilferer would not be convicted of 
fha t 7 S entlem»n!„d 7 eVld,incc ; 1 would ask y° ur Lordship, is it on such 
peathablJ V ?;•? W 10 llas reason t0 beli eve his character unim- 

I have now tT? " Itb ( wbat ls a ‘ least intended to be) punishment ? 

itrsilid 1 ?^ 

£R33t&si» s.i*r •* 



trouble and 'rpsnoncibi iv ess " ,tl a vie ' v t0 my re instatement in a situation of 
a desire on miblir mm! ml ^. erate( ^ > , Save % a feeling of public duty, than by 
of which lea d nrlvTr ’ <-S ’° baffllDg . 1 V a,lce and exposing falsehood, in furtherance 
m !- r0gl 'f S of beill S ^en as to 5 prosecution of one party 
101 perjury, and of another lor subornation of the same. 
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I now, my Lord, place my feelings in' your hands, and I conceive it most 
fortunate that your appointment opens a channel through which cases such as 
mine may come before the Lord Chancellor, free of the disadvantages which must 
arise from the applicant being comparatively, if not totally unknown to him. Having 
had the honour of being intimately kno*i to your Lordship, since my arrival 
a total stranger in Ireland, you will be fully able to state, for the information of 
the Lord Chancellor, your opinion how far I am likely to degrade in my person 
the magisterial ofhce, by either ail abandonment of duty, or positive delinquency 
Fearlessly relying on the result of this appeal to your Lordship, and through you 
to the Lord Chancellor, ° . 

I have, &c. 

* (signed) Thomas Carter , Dean of Tuam. 



County of Armagh,! Abraham Hardy , of Violet Hill, in the county of Armagh 
to wit. /gentleman, first lieutenant in the Tanderagee corps of yeo- 
manry, maketh oath, and saitli, that he has seen the copies of certain affidavits 
transmitted from the office of the Lord Chancellor, in one of which, purporting to 
be sworn by one Richard Morrison, it is stated that he, the said Richard Morrison 
saw the deponent, along with several other persons therein named, at a bonfire in 
the town of Tanderagee,. on the evening of the 24th July last, which statement 
deponent saith, as far as he, concerned, is totally false, as he, this deponent, was not 
in Tanderagee on the evening of the 24th July last, but was at his own residence at 
Violet Hill, between one and two miles from Tanderagee, during the evening in ques- 
tion. Deponent further saith, that he verily believes, from his own knowledge of the 
parties who have made those affidavits respecting said bonfire, that said affidavits 
were all made at the instance and in order to gratify the malicious disposition of 
one Patrick M’Connell of Tanderagee, formerly a schoolmaster, but recently 
admitted an attorney, towards the several persons sworn against in the said 
affidavits ; and against whom, and also against this deponent, he, deponent, saith, 
the said Patrick M‘Connell has frequently and in various ways exhibited the most 
decided hostility ; and deponent saith, that he verily believes that each and all 
of the said persons making the several affidavits aforesaid were entirely under tl% 
influence of the said Patrick M'Connell, and would never have purposed making 
them had they not been influenced by the said Patrick M‘Connell to do so. 

Sworn before me this 23d day of September . Abraham Hardy. 

1 833, at Tanderagee. 

Conway Richard Dobbs. 



County of Armagh,/ Absalom Redpath makelh oath, and saith, that he is servant 
to wit. J to Mr. Abraham Hardy, of Violet Hill, between one and two 
miles from the town of Tanderagee, in the county Armagh ; that deponent remem- 
bers the evening of 24th July last, and positively swears, of his own knowledge, 
and from having had constant opportunities of seeing his master during that 
evening, that he, the said Mr. Hardy, was not absent from his residence at Violet 
Pill aforesaid during the entire of it. 

Sworn before me at Tanderagee, this 23d day his 

of September 1 833. Absalom -1- Redpath. 

Conway Richard Dobbs. mark. 



To the Very Reverend the Dean of Tuam. 

rp ^ r, T # Dublin Castle, 13 October 183^ 

1 Lord Lieutenant having had under his consideration your letter of the 
3 ultimo, addressed to the Earl of Gosford, in which you attempt to justify 
youi conduct as a magistrate on the occasions refered to in certain affidavits which 
a been transmitted to you, is of opinion that your original dismissal was abso- 
u e y necessary under the circumstances of the case, and that he conceives that 
0 sufficient grounds have been offered by you for an alteration of the judgment 
351 ' a 4 already 
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already formed on your case. But his Excellency desires me to apprise you, that it 
having been deemed right to order an investigation into the conduct of other parties 
connected with the recent proceedings at Tanderagee, you may be permitted «*> 
avail yourself of that occasion to record any evidence in your own case which you 
may think desirable. It is the intentidfi of Lord Gosford to repair to Tanderagee 
to institute this investigation on Thursday the 1 7th inst. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) _E. J. Littleton . 



To the Earl of Gosford , &c. ^c. &c. 

My Lord, Tanderagee, 21 October 1833. 

I trust that your Lordship is now convinced, both from the direct and cross- 
examination of the witnesses against me, that my statement relative to the pro- 
ceedings in Tanderagee was perfectly impartial, and my conduct satisfactorily 
accounted for. But as I am most anxious that all matters bearing on the business 
should be clearly before you, I think it my duty to repeat what did not (so 
far as I could hear) seem duly urged on your Lordship’s notice. 

That the fire in full blaze conveyed the first intimation I had of the affair at all 
and that even if I had observed the effigy of Mr. Hancock, it would have been 
0 a matter of serious inquiry, whether an attempt to stop tlie further progress might 

not have been attended with the most fatal consequences. But taken by surprise, 
necessarily detained by the the females of the party, and naturally controlling by 
my presence anymore violent demonstration of popular feeling, I cannot admit that 
the charges against my conduct as a magistrate have been sufficiently brought 
home. 



I do most heartily disapprove of the whole transaction, and if I had received any 
previous information of what was to occur, I should certainly have remonstrated 
with Mr. Porter, and no doubt successfully. 

To a person of my time of life, a commission of the peace can hardly be consi- 
dered as very desirable, but to be deprived of that commission, on the strength of 
such affidavits as were afterwards canvassed on the inquiry, appears to me at least 
auneasure unusually severe. 
w I confidently feel that m 
persuasion 

I am, &c- 



; my case cannot suffer in your hands, and with this full 



(signed) Thomas Carter, 



To the Very Reverend the Dean of Tuam, &c. &c. &e, 

■ My dear Sir, Gosford, 21st October 1 833. 

1 have received your letter and beg, in reply, to observe, that in the present stage 
of proceedings it is quite impossible for me to enter into any detail upon the parti- 
culars to which you- refer. • 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Gosford. 



To the Right Hon. E. J. Littleton. 

T , , Tanderagee, 2d January 1834. 

In your letter of the 13th October, you did me the honour to say, “ by Hi 
Excellency s desire, you may be permitted to avail yourself of that occasion to recor 
any evidence in your own case which you may think advisable.” 

Alter so long a lapse of time, I now feel myself entitled to take the liberty c 
soliciting the result of the evidence given on the two days of investigation reshect 
mg my case. J & 1 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Carter, 

Dean of Tuam. 
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To the Very Reverend the Dean of Tuam. 

Sir, Phoenix Park, 3 January 1834. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, 
requesting to be informed of the result of the evidence given on the two days of 
investigation respecting your case. 

I am directed by His Excellency to inform you, that the result has only 
strengthened the opinion he had previously formed of the propriety of your removal 
by the Lord Chancellor. 

I have, &c. 

. (signed) E. J. Littleton. 



PROCEEDINGS OF INVESTIGATION. 



Tanderagee, Thursday, 17th October 1833. 

THE Solicitor-general regulated that all questions put on the cross-examination 
of vvitnesses should be put through him; he intimated that there were four affidavits 
stating that effigy burning took place at Tanderagee, under the very window of 
Mr. Lofty, without any interference on his part to prevent it. 

Mr. Lofty. I confess all that ; no doubt it did. 

James Locke, the first witness sworn, said, I remember the 24th of last July ; 
was at Tanderagee; I saw, about eight o’clock, a number of persons there; it was 
evening, they were assembling round a fire ; I saw a great deal of fire from sticks at 
Lord Mandeville’s gate, preparing for an effigy of Mr. Handcock; saw the fire light- 
ing ; heard drums beating, huzzas and cheering ; they were playing party tunes, 
“ Croppies lie down,” “ The Boyne Water,” or soYne such kind of tune ; no flags 
or banners ; I saw no flags or banners on Patrick’s-day in Tanderagee ; of my own 
knowledge, I know not who the effigy represented, nor from any one but the voice 
of the crowd ; heard them say it was for Mr. Handcock. I was standing upon the 
wall under the trees four or five perches from the fire ; Dean Carter was there, 
standing two yards or so from me the whole time, about four or five perches from 
the fire ; another, William M'Name, was standing by me, a boy; I was with the 
crowd from the commencement ; I saw Dean Carter after the fire was lighted, not 
more than five minutes after fire was lighted, for half an hour ; I do not know 
where Dean Carter dined, nor did I hear. I did not see the dean cheer, until the 
crowd three times for him, for Colonel Blacker ; I heard several other cheers, a 
cheer for Lady Mandeville ; on that occasion the dean waved his hat. The cheers 
for Lady Mandeville, himself, and Colonel Blacker, were the only occasions he 
cheered for at the time of the fire; Lady Mandeville was leaning on his arm ; I will 
not swear I observed two ladies with him, or on his arm; I heard the. crowd say 
who it was ; I do not know Lady Mandeville’s person ; never saw her until that 
evening. I did not see the dean’s daughter, I did not observe her ; I was standing 
at the off side of the dean ; when 1 first saw him the fire was burning five or ten 
minutes ; he might have been six or seven perches from the fire. 

The Solicitor-general. You said five or six perches? — Witness. I did not hear 
the dean say anything. The fire was making a great blaze when I first saw the dean ; 
there was above a hundred persons then in the crowd. I did not see the dean advance 
nearer the crowd than five or six perches ; some of the effigy was burned before 
I saw him ; I can’t say he knew any about the intended bonfire. I saw Dr. Paton 
there, about the time I noticed him. I do not know Dr- Paton resented his being 
chaired ; he did not appear upright ; he was not upright, he was seemingly lying on 
the shoulders. I would sit upright if the compliment were paid to me, for com- 
pliment was intended to be. 

The second witness was John Prior. Examined by the Solicitor-general. I was 
at Tanderagee the evening of the bonfire ; I was in the town before the bonfire ; 
went up between nine and ten ; I saw a good large fire, a pitch barrel and sticks 
burning ; I heard the people say it was for burning the effigy of Dr. Plandcock. 
I saw a good many drums and fifes ; they were playing “ Protestant Boys” and 
“ The Boyne Water.” I saw Rev. Dean Carter and Dr. Paton, captain of 
yeomanry, there ; heard some huzzaing; did not know for what; I did not notice 
357 * » the 
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the gentlemen join in those huzzas ; stopped about half an hour ; I did not notice 
the dean doing anything. The fire was before the lodge-house, the north side ; 
an am came out from the pole of the fire, and there was the appearance of a man 
hanging from it, with a straw hat, grey trousers, a roll-about coat ; they called 

him°Handcock, and the effigy was burned. . 

Cross-examined. The bonfire was 12 or 14 yards from Mr. Lofty s windows. 
Dean Carter may not have heard of the fire before ; was within four yards of Dean 
Carter ; could see him doing anything ; did not see him doing anything. 

To the Solicitor-general. This was on Wednesday night. I heard three cheers 
for Mr. Lofty, but did not hear cheers for any one else. I went up after a weak 
boy of ours, who followed the drums ; he was seven years old. I made an 
affidavit. Dean Carter was not more than four yards from the fire ; I did not 
notice any ladies with him, for there were people all round. 

Richard Morris , the third witness, sworn. I remember the 24th J uly, the fire 
at Tanderagee, about nine in the evening ; 1 know of it ; heard through the crowd 
of it ; it was to burn the effigy of Mr. Handcock; saw the fire ; a tar barrel and 
wood brought out of Lord Mandeville's castle ; I saw Dean Carter, Dr. Paton, 
R. Trim and Abraham Hardy in front of the fire about 10 at night ; I saw the 
dean waving a hat two or three times round every time there was a cheer. There 
were three cheers for Mr. Lofty, my Lord Roden, Lord Mandeville, Dr. Paton ; 
cheers and groans for Handcock. I saw Dean Carter for upwards of an hour ; 
saw him within 10 or 12 yards ; I did not quit the place for the time. I saw him, 
Dr. Paton and other gentlemen, who took part in the chairing ; they did not inter- 
fere to prevent the proceedings. I saw the people carry Dr. Paton round the 
remains of the fire on their shoulders ; I think it was done in the way of a com- 
pliment. 

Cross-examined. There were groans more than once for Mr. Handcock. I saw 
John Eirving, a fifer, and a yeomanry drummer ; also about 10 other drummers, 
but don’t know what corps they belong to. 

Mr. Craig. This is as if prosecuting for the Crown. 

The Solicitor-general. I do not admit this. I have no such feeling or commis- 
sion : you shall have every latitude. The same impartiality shall be preserved, the 
same equality all through. 

Examination resumed. Witness. I never walked in any procession on Patrick’s- 
day, not in celebration of the day ; I never saw such a thing in Tanderagee. 

To an observation of counsel that Dean Carter was unfairly treated, the Soli- 
citor-general said, Lord Gosford sat as Lord Lieutenant of the county ; if Dean 
Carter was not prepared, they would not close the inquiry without giving the dean 
every opportunity for his defence. 

Mr. Craig wished to know if Dean Carter’s dismissal from the magistracy was 
final. 

The Solicitor-general said, the Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Chancellor alone, 
could decide on the propriety of continuing him in the commission ; he did not 
know his decision, but they must know what may be the result of a triumphant 
acquittal. 

Mr. Lofty said, I just got a letter from Mr. Littleton, saying I was to be brought 
before your Lordship. 1 think I may traverse in jury, or something of that sort ; 
but I will abide by your Lordship’s decision. 

Witness’s {Morris) examination resumed. I heard during the day there was to 
be a bonfire ; it was market-day ; market generally terminates about six. I don’t 
know those who brought out the wood; it came out of Lord Mandeville’s ; there 
were more than 100 present in the street opposite Lord Mandeville’s gate, between 
that and Mr. Lofty’s, who I believe is a magistrate. I saw the Rev. Dean Carter 
when the fire was burning ; he was there almost half an hour ; he was standing 
with Dr. Paton, John Creery ; the gentlemen were taking off their hats when 
party tunes were played ; the dean. Dr. Paton, Mr. Porter and Mr. Creery did 
this. I swear I saw Dean Carter standing beside the fire ; he cheered more than 
once. I did not see Mr. Lofty there. There were three cheers for Colonel 
Blacker, three for Dean Carter. I saw A. Murphy, Dean Carter’s man, there ; 
saw William Davis, Lord Mandeville’s man, bring wood. I was a yeoman; in the 
latter end of August the permanent serjeant took the arms from me. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M'Connell . William Murphy is a yeoman of Tanderagee 
corps. 

James 
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James M‘ Vee, fourth witness, examined. I am 15 years of age ; I know the 
nature of an oath. [He was then sworn.] 1 remember the 24th of July last ; 

I was in Tanderagee ; saw persons assembling, orangemen ; don’t know how many 
lodges coming to the bonfire ; heard before of the fire ; from several a week before ; 
heard that they were to burn Handcock’s effigy; I don’t know what he had done. 
The fire began I believe about eight, a wood fire ; it was from Lord Mandeville’s 
wood ; I don’t know who brought it. Saw the effigy on a pole ; it was burned. 

I don’t know who brought it in ; heard in the town it was Mr. Handcock’s, of 
Lurgan : it was a good fire. There were a great many persons ; saw Dean Carter 
and Dr. Paton ; Mr. Porter there chairing ; music men and different persons went 
to Lord Mandeville’s yard and got beer ; saw William Davis, one of Lord Mande- 
ville’s men, serving out beer ; William Myrphy, one of the dean’s men, was serving 
beer : Lord Mandeville’s carpenter, I don’t know his name, was the man racking 
it off'. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M‘ConneM. I went with the procession when the drums 
came up ; came up with the lodge that came from Lurgan, but I am not one of 
the lodge. A son of Abraham Hardy’s, a boy, was riding at the head of the lodge ; 
he is past 12 years ; it was Ballemore lodge ; those who attended came from all 
about the country ; went with Ballemore lodge to M‘Grace’s; after I got beer 
I did not hear Dean Carter or any gentleman groan. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Craig. I think there was a frock-coat and straw hat 
on the effigy ; never saw Mr. Handcock wear a straw hat ; it was the report that it 
was for Handcock; I could not swear Dean Carter knew about the effigy ; a good 
deal of it was consumed ; I could not swear the Dean knew it represented Mr. 
Handcock ; I saw Trotter waving his hat when cheers were given round the fire ; 

I was 10 yards from it; not on the same side with Dean Carter; cannot swear 
I was not 20 yards ; I first saw Mr. Trotter in the ring round the fire ; a good 
deal of the fire was burning ; I saw Mr. Trotter waving his hat when the cheering 
was given ; was as near then as 1 am to him now ; I saw Abraham Hardy there ; 
I think he was there ; to the best of my knowledge he was there. — Will you swear 
positively ? — Yes, the firing was all done, the chairing then nearly done when 
I saw him ; there was cheering after the chairing ; Abraham Hardy was not stand- 
ing near Mr. Trotter, a little this way ; 1 did not see Dr. Paton taken up ; he 
was -sitting upon the men’s shoulders ; could not say what way ; did not see Mr. 
Lofty ; the fire was, I suppose, within 20 yards of his house ; I saw Dean Carter 
when the fire was very strong ; I suppose it was half-past nine 5 I saw a 
lady with Dean Carter ; I do not know Lady Mandeville’s person ; did not see 
the dean’s daughter with him, on her father’s arm; the dean cheered, waved his 
hat three times ; did not see Dr. Paton, Mr. Trotter or Mr. Porter, do any thing ; 
Dr. Paton was chaired round the bonfire ; I was cheering ; I am not an orange- 
man ; I helped myself to beer ; Billy Davis, Lord Mandeville’s servant, was giving 
out beer ; I do not know who brought out the bushes; there were drums and fifes, 
party tunes, “ Protestant Boys” and “ Croppies lie down.” 

Cross-examined by Mr. Craig. I made an affidavit ; no one asked me to make 
it; I went to Mr. M ‘Connell and proposed it first; Mr. M'Connell wrote it; 
swore what he wrote ; he asked who was there ; I told him ; he drew it ; told 
him about waving hats of my own accord ; swore it at Lurgan before Mr. Hand- 
cock ; Mr. M ‘Conn ell, I am servant to, took me ; I did not tell last witness I heard 
Dean Carter once went against Mr. M'Connell, who wished to be an attorney ; 
that might make Mr. M ‘Connell very angry ; never heard of any rupture between 
Mr. M ‘Connell and Dr. Paton about church cess; heard of quarrel between Mr. 
M ‘Connell and Mr. Trotter for keeping his letter ; heard of it in this town. 

Examined by the Solicitor-general. Mr. Handcock read over for me my affi- 
davit before it was sworn ; was not brought before a magistrate here ; went three 
miles ; Mr. M'Connell did not tell me you’ll be asked if you know the nature of 
an oath. 

William Straiten, the serjeant, was next sworn. I saw the burning or bonfire at 
Tanderagee on 24th July ; saw effigy ; heard in the evening of that market-day 
that Mr. Handcock’s effigy would be burned ; did not believe it ; I was sitting 
there where you are writing, sir, when I heard a drum ; 40 or 50 marched to the 
end of the town ; I saw a crowd opposite Lord Mandeville’s gate ; a pole and a 
tar barrel ; there was an arm to the effigy ; when the fire was lighted stopped at 
Lofty’s corner; he came in and said, “ Stratten, is there any appearance of any 
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riot ? remain about here for fear of any accident ; see the fire put out.” I did not 
tell Lofty about the effigy, as I did not believe it ; I afterwards saw Mr. Lofty 
inside his window ; lie could see, I think, what was going on ; there was about 
300, and five or six drums and fifes ; saw Dean Carter, Mr. Porter and several 
people; saw Mr. Charles Creery there; saw Dr. Paton, Mr. Porter and Wilson ; 
Dr. Paton had been lifted, and apparently was making every effort to get released 
from the position in which he was ; Mr. Porter, when chaired, did not make the 
same resistance as Dr. Paton ; Porter and Wilson were chaired ; did not hear 
Porter or Wilson say any thing ; heard the people cheer for the dean, for Lady 
Mandeville, Lord Mandeville, Mr. Lofty, the best agent in Ireland ; the fire was 
pretty well through when I first saw Dean Carter ; he remained very nearly an 
hour, I consider ; heard them say the effigy was meant to represent Mr. Hand- 
cock ; they all, in the crowd, publicly understood that it was for Handcock ; there 
were ladies with the dean, Lady Mandeville and three or four other ladies speak- 
ing to him ; the ladies remained during the hour looking on. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M* Connell. They played “ Protestant Boys,” “Boyne 
Water,” and other party tunes, and other tunes. Dr. Paton was the only officer 
of the Tanderagee corps I noticed ; I think I saw Mr. John Creery there ; he, 1 
believe, is an officer too ; I saw him go to drill with the corps; did not see him in 
regimentals ; most of the crowd were from Gilford. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Craig. I saw no harm done at Tanderagee that even- 
ing, no riot, no person hurt ; do not think the dean would have kept Lady Man- 
deville on his arm if he apprehended any riot ; saw no unusual stir in the town 
that evening before the fire ; I did not credit the story of the effigy, and had no 
conversation with Mr. Lofty about it, or with any other magistrate ; those about 
the fire were from different parts of the county ; I had not physical force to put 
them down ; I conceived with them remonstrance would be useless ; I consulted, 
I think, the public peace more by refraining than interfering with my small force ; 
I cannot say Mr. Lofty had the same feeling, but I think by acting as he had done, 
he consulted the public peace more than he would halve done by interfering with 
what took place that night ; Dr. Paton and Mr. Saunders called on me that night 
late ; they said, a man was struck, and lost a chain ; we pursued and took two 
men; when in barrack a crowd assembled ; they would smash the door if we did 
not turn them out ; that strengthened ray conviction that the force we had was not 
sufficient to prevent the business ; I gave Mr. Lofty no information of the burning 
of the effigy ; I do not know any one that gave him the information ; when pre- 
parations were first making did not see him, nor in any position where he could 
have taken notice of such a preparation ; he had been at petty sessions that day ; 
the crowd did not appear riotous at the fire, but in good harmony ; saw several 
Roman -catholics looking on ; I am sure Mr. Lofty acted the better way by not 
interfering, unless he had a stronger force. I know Dr. Paton three years ; had 
assistance from him at different times to preserve the public peace against rioters ; 
I did not see Mr. Lofty from his coming from the petty sessions until the fire was 
a good while burning. Dean Carter lives at the extremity of the town ; I am not 
aware he had that day any information about the fire from any one else ; heard he 
dined at Lord Mandeville’s; saw a number of ladies and gentlemen that evening; 
heard Mr. Lofty say, a day or two after, this fire was an unfair thing ; it should not 
have been done ; this was before the affidavits, or any affidavits were made. 

Examined by the Solicitor-general. When 1 first met Mr. Loftyj the effigy had 
burned along the arm ; rather think it had not reached the body of the effigy at 
that time ; no person could pass by it without seeing the effigy ; heard no one 
address the crowd ; I heard no complaint that I know brought from Mr. Porter, 
jun. The fire was between me and Lord Mandeville’s gate ; if there was waving 
hats by gentlemen, I must have seen it ; I saw Mr.. Porter wave his hat, but not 
any of the other gentlemen ; all the night, saw no other in the rank of a gentle- 
man wave his hat ; saw no one reproving. 

. Cross-examined by Mr . Craig. The*" effigy was straw, dressed in drab-coloured 
jacket, dark Oxford trousers. I know Mr. Lofty is near-sighted; often saw him 
put a glass to his eye ; it was said in the crowd different times that it was Hand- 
cock. I could not swear that Dean Carter heard those expressions from the dis- 
tance he stood ; I think it could not be heard more than three or four yards. 
Fhere was music and noise; from the crowd at the rear of those near Dean Carter 
Irom the ladies and Porter it was 10 or 12 yards. I did not hear any one tell 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



DEAN OF TUAM FROM THE COMMISSION OF THE PEACE. 13 

Mr. Lofty or Dean Carter that was Mr. Handcock’s effigy they were burning • 
heard Lofty, when bonfire was in preparation, was at Mr. Ree’s. 

To the. Solicitor-general. I cannot say the dean was in such a position he could not 
hear what the people said; the people going round might hear it; I can’t say 
where he was he could ; everybody might see that somebody was burning in effigy. 

To Mr. Craig. I consider he had not sufficient force, if Mr. Lofty knew of this, 
for stopping it. I could not bo aware Dean Carter had any information of it! 

I know two young gentlemen, sons of Mr. Lofty, (one a reverend gentleman) 
died a few months back. 

Edward M l Connell, sworn. I live near Mr. Lofty ; I saw the bonfire on 24th 
July ; I saw something upon a pole, the report was, it was a man name of Hand- 
cock ; saw a great number of men there ; think I saw the Rev. Dean Carter ; I did 
not look sharp ; I saw a lady I think with him ; did not see Mr, Hardy or Mr. 
Trotter ; saw Dr. Paton, I think, chaired ; can’t say it was a chair ; it was higher than 
the feet; saw numbers of hats waving; can’t say Dean Carter, Dr. Paton and 
Porter waved hats ; was looking at the picture very much like the shape of a man. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AP Connell. What did you say to Mr. Hutchins, jun. ? 
“ Oh, sir, on my oath now, I might say I did see the dean waving his hat ; on my 
oath, I can’t say particularly whether the dean waved his hat ; if I said so, it has 
left my memory. I heard all say it was for Handcock. 

David Fearan, examined. Was at the fire on the 24th July ; heard cheering 
for Dean Carter, Lady Mandeville, Mr-. Lofty, Mr. Porter; heard no groaning; 
saw Dean Carter, Dr. Paton, Mr. Porter, and no more gentlemen present ; saw 
Mr. Trotter after the fire ; they wanted to chair him ; he would not let them. Dean 
Carter was there I think when the effigy was not burning, when I first saw him ; 
heard some time before there was to be a fire. 

Robert M'Namee, sworn. I was at the fire, but could not tell where I went 
to. I was full of whiskey ; could not tell who took me home ; I was drinking 
all day; I could hardly see the fire blazing before my eyes. — ( Examination not 
continued.) 

David Hutchinson, sworn. I saw the crowd putting a pole in the ground on 
the bonfire night ; a barrel was on the top of the pole, a beam was from it, with the 
shape of a man, represented to be Handcock, suspended. This was five yards from 
my door, about between six and seven o’clock ; went with Mr. Hutchinson to his 
field ; when we returned, a crowd was round Lord Mandeville’s gate ; some had 
a pick making a hole in the ground ; there were a number of Orangemen with 
drums ; they went to the public-house, marched by Lofty’s corner, returned with 
a greater crowd ; heard there was to be diversion ; saw the effigy before ; light 
increased at commencement ; saw Dr. Paton with Abraham Hardy; saw brambles 
pulled out of Lord Mandeville’s gate; don’t know where the pole came from; 
’twas not carried by the party marching past. Heard cheers and groans for 
Handcock ; about ten perches I think I was off, seventy yards, from the crowd. 
Mr. M ‘Connell told me about the Rev. Dean Carter cheering there. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Craig. For whom is Mr. M ‘Connell engaged, and 
does he consider those who made affidavits his clients? — The witness did not answer. 

Mr. Connell said, I communicated on the subject with Sir William Gossett. 

I drew the affidavits ; brought them before the magistrates, who refused to take 
them. I was obliged to go to Mr. Handcock ; three magistrates at Portadown 
refused ; Colonel Blacker, Capt. Hill, and I heard Colonel Blacker advise to the 
other magistrates not to take them. 

Examination resumed. Witness. I heard drums. I saw the dean going up between 
five and six o’clock ; it was to a party at Lord Mandeville’s, at about three or four 
that day. I heard there was to be a burning of Handcock’s effigy ; I rather imagine 
that was brought from Lord Mandeville's gate, but I don’t know this of my own 
knowledge ; saw Dr. Paton where the fire, was burning, between eight and nine. 

Examined by Mr. Craig. When Dean Carter went up there was no bonfire, 
and no crowd particularly except a market crowd. 

Patrick McConnell, sworn, and examined. I was in Tanderagee on the the 24th 
July last about three o’clock ; on that day a number of people came into my office ; 
I heard the people were going to burn Dr. Handcock in effigy ; the people that 
fluid business with me were principally Catholics ; they told me they were afraid of 
danger, and wished to go home. Mr. M'Connell described the events of the 
bonfire like the other witness. I am satisfied, he said, although the police could 
3 , 57 - b 3 not 
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not disperse them, if Mr. Lofty or Dean Carter told them not to assemble, the 
people would have dispersed ; if Mr. Lofty and Dean Carter chose to exercise 
their influence, they would have dispersed. I think Dean Carter has influence 
with the orangemen and the men of Gilford, for he is a magistrate of the county 
Down. I did not hear of it recently, but a good many years ago I saw Mr. Lofty 
in the street, telling the orangemen and the men of Gilford not to assemble ; I 
suppose it was not successful, for it went on. I think the people were encouraged, 
so far as Mr. Lofty’s allowing the people to be so near his house with their bonfire. 
Respecting Capt. Paton, I heard a long time ago that he attempted to stop this 
kind of thing. Allusion was made to Portadown proceedings ; Mr. M'Connell 
persisted in swearing, that Colonel Blacker advised his brother magistrates not to 
take the informations tendered against individuals charged with misdemeanors and 
other offences. 

Mr. Craig. He said, I had a correspondence with the Government about the 

business ; I went to Portadown ; I did not apply to Mr. Hardy or Mr. , 

who are more convenient. I do believe there is a delicacy amongst magistrates not 
to interfere in their brother magistrate’s district ; as Harding and Trotter were, I 
thought, implicated in this business, I did not apply to them. 

To Colonel Blacker. On the 5th of August 1 first tendered the informations. 
You said you were taking other informations on a case of moment, I believe, and 
could not delay ; that day you said you were many hours taking the informations ; 
you said it was regular at petty sessions to have summons, and were that day taking 
bail where a collision between parties had taken place. The opposite attorney, 
Morris, was absent that day. I drew the infonnations of a number of the party. 
You told me you had business out. I took a suitable opportunity when you were 
doing nothing ; I handed the affidavits to you, and said, the parties are here. You 
said, I think, it was contrary to etiquette, to all rule, to take the affidavits without 
the parties being summoned before you. 

Colonel Blacker . Don’t you know it is contrary to magisterial duty to take these 
kind of informations? 

Mr. M'Connell. I don’t think so. 

Colonel Blacker. These were not informations to be l’eturned. 

Mr. M'Connell. I tendered them on the 31st August, and again you refused. 

To Mr. Craig. I saw Dr. Paton about the centre of the people. — [A letter 
was handed to the witness here, who said, that is my ' handwriting .] — I swear there 
was an unusual stir in the town about six in the evening ; there was an unusual 
stir and excitation, in my view. I did not see Dr. Paton chaired ; I had no quarrel 
with him ; I brought him to an account about vestry cess when he was church- 
warden ; he kept it ; Mr. Lofty let him go ; did not charge him with it. I heard the 
serjeant ; I will not swear he sweai’s falsely when he said there was no unusual 
stir in the time that evening before the fire ; I will not swear those who swore the 
affidavits are my clients. What I have done was with a view of putting an end to 
those divisions which are so injurious to the country. I should suppose there were 
a thousand persons at the bonfire ; my anxious desii’e was to put an end to those 
displays. I did not call on Mr. Lofty to put an end to the bonfire, because I 
solemnly declare he would not have interfered. I knew of this bonfire about three, 
and got those affidavits at the especial request of Sir William Gosset. 

Mr. Chanes Creery, sworn. I saw the bonfire and effigy ; the crowd said it was 
Handcock. The fire was burning when I came up ; I heard shouting; I did not 
see the effigy when I first came up ; remained about an hour, or an hour-and-a- 
•lialf; there was some groaning; I don’t know who was groaned; heard loud 
groans for Handcock ; heard before it was to take place. I think I saw Dr. Paton ; 
don t recollect the dean, or first Mr. Trotter ; saw him after, taking no part; 
heard of it from Mr. Hargrave; he seemed to say it was to take place on Tuesday 
night ; when I heard of it first, I thought it all over. I saw Mr. Lofty ; he was 
in a back parlour writing a note. Ladies were then looking out of the drawing- 
room window ; he had been. 

Mr. Lofty , examined. Robei’t M'Grace went to get the brambles out of Lord 
Mandeville s park; was not afraid to do so, when others were with him. I did not 
see Dr. Paton. A barrel was tapped ; can’t say who gave it ; got some from Billy 
Davis, who works about the place ; saw it coming from the castle ; a' great manjn 
were drinking. I suppose it was those about the fire. Had a hand in digging the 
pole. Some cheers and groans were given ; I believe said ’twas about a man 

named 
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named Handcock they were shouting. The pole was got on Lord Mandeville’s 
demesne ; 1 did not see it cut ; can’t tell where the picture (effigy) came from. 
Am a Roman-catholic ; had no terror on the occasion ; there were fifes and drums : 
they didn’t alarm me ; 1 hear them very often. 

John Larry , examined. I saw the fire ; did not see Dean Carter. Saw Dr. Paton 
chaired ; heard cheering aud groaning, but not Dr. Paton’s name given out. The 
effigy was said represented Mr. Handcock ; heard party tunes, drums and fifes. 

Edward Rice , examined. I saw something burning at Tanderagee bonfire ; 
’twas said to be Handcock’s effigy. Saw no magistrate or yeomanry appear there. 

Robert Ewing , sworn. I am Mr. Lofty’s servant. I saw the effigy about five ; 
heard they werff going to have a bonfire. Mr. Lofty was out walking that evening 
from about six or seven, I believe ; when he returned he did not go out after; he 
could see the effigy from the door or window: the cheers could be heard from the 
house. Saw Dean Carter. Mr. Porter did not see the gentlemen do any thing. 
Dean Carter was with Lady Mandeville, I believe. The effigy was intended for 
Handcock, as I heard talk of it. 

Thomas Kennady, examined. I saw the bonfire at Tanderagee ; heard bonfire 
was for burning Handcock’s effigy. Saw Capt. Paton stand like the rest. I don’t 
know where the figure or the pole came from. I was one of the procession who 
came to the fire. Am not a yeoman ; was once ; had an instrument repairing in 
my pocket ; played tunes ; went to the public-house. The name of the last witness 
did not reach me : he only said a few words, and the court adjourned to 1 1 , as 
I understand, next day. 



Second Day, Friday, 18th October 1833. 

George Hardy, examined. — I remember -the 24th July, &c. I knew the evening 
before that a bonfire was to be for the acquittal of the orangemen tried at Armagh. 
They got a pitch barrel from William Porter ; he spoke to witness about it ; 
Mr. Porter said he wished to have a blaze in consequence of the acquittal of the 
orangemen. Mr. Handcock’s name was not then mentioned ; he heard of his 
name on the evening of the fire ; do not recollect from whom I heard of Handcock. 
Heard and believe my brother was not at Tanderagee. Witness knows A. Hardy ; 
lives about a mile from the town. Saw Dr. Paton and Dean Carter at the fire ; 
was some cheering at the time, when he saw Mr. Trotter. Dr. Paton was chaired 
while I was there, and the effigy burnt before witness came up ; did not see 
Dr. Paton taken up, nor did he seem desirous to be taken up ; witness saw the 
chairing; saw Mr. Porter also chaired before Dr. Paton; William Porter sat 
more erect. 

Cross-examined. Heard nothing of the effigy on Monday evening ; just as 
likely witness would have heard of it, more so than either Dean Carter or Mr. Lofty. 
Wednesday evening the effigy was all consumed. We went up with Mr. Trotter 
and Mr. Kincaid ;°Mr. Trotter and Mr. Kincaid were in coloured clothes, not in 
uniform ; we went up from curiosity, and kept outside the crowd ; do not know if 
Mr. Trotter was there before. More than 100, above 200 were there; heard no 
groans ; did not wish to be seen ; heard no shouts of burning Handcock ; witness 
all the time with* Trotter and Kincaid ; they came and went together. Trotter 
took no part in witness’s presence, save as a spectator looking on from curiosity. 
Did not see Trotter wave his hat ; saw young men attempting to chair Trotter, 
Cullen and ITume ; witness helped to save him in avoiding the chairing, which he 
did not want for. Dean Carter was standing on the Mall ; crowd was there ; 
Lady Mandeville and ladies were with him; Lady Mandeville leaned on Mr. Porter’s 
arm ; Dean Carter did nothing. I think they were best consulting the preserva- 
tion of the peace by letting it go on, as it went so far. There did not appear to be 
any disposition for a breach of the peace, or commit violence, but had this bonfire 
made merely to amuse themselves. I know Mr. M ‘Connell is active in this matter. 
I think he does not stand on good terms with Mr. Trotter. Heard of his com- 
plaint about the post-office ; on these complaints, Mr. Trotter, (postmaster) was 
always acquitted upon the charges. Dr. Paton and Mr. M ‘Connell do not stand 
on good terms, nor does Mr. M'Connell with any of the party. I heaid nist of 
the bonfire on Tuesday evening or Wednesday morning ; I had a conversation with 
Dr. Paton relative to the fire; he disapproved of it altogether, and said it ought 
not to have takeh place ; he did not assign any reason, but he thought it was 
b 4 uncalled 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




16 PAPERS RELATING TO THE DISMISSAL OF THE 

uncalled for ; I think he said that he did not like it ; I think lie said he did not ap- 
prove of such a demonstration of popular feeling. I think this was on the morning 
of Wednesday, am not quite sure; it was either then or Tuesday evening; on 
Wednesday 1 had a similar conversation with Mr. Trotter, he expressed himself 
in similar terms of disapprobation of the bonfire. I do not think the Roman-catholics 
of this town are in any fear, or were ; never heard that expressed. 

To the Solicitor-general. Kincaid, Trotter and I remained outside ; I did not 
wish to be seen there countenancing the thing, because I did not approve of it. 

I don’t recollect Trotter or I said any thing coming ; I did not know where 
Mr. Trotter was before I went up ; he might or might not have been there ; I think 
if they had used their authority as magistrates and gentlemen before the fire was 
lighted, they might have prevented the bonfire. No breach of the peace or tendency 
to riot was evinced. 

To Mr. Craig. I did not until after the fire perceive any thing, any excitement 
greater than ordinary that evening that would call for the interference of magis- 
trates. No excitement or disturbance ; eight or ten persons were making a hole 
in the street ; understood it was for a bonfire ; made no inquiry ; heard of the 
bonfire from common men ; there was the usual situation for a bonfire. 

Andrew Mitchell, examined. I am employed as gardener and steward under 
Lord Mandeville ; saw the commencement of the demonstrations ; can’t state the 
individuals making the preparations. I gave the individuals liberty to go and take 
what they thought proper from a parcel of wood grubbed out of the shrubbery 
I was glad to get rid of ; I gave authority for the pole ; it was a thrown aside 
beech tree that had died; I permitted, and without authority. I think I was told 
by James Ogle what was wanted for the purpose. I saw the effigy brought into 
the street ; on my oath, I don’t know where it came from, or who made it, or whose 
house it came from ; I saw it raised on the top of a pole by a man ; I think that 
man was George M‘Connell, a labourer under me ; I did not reprove him ; I had 
merely a glimpse of it; heard after, it was intended to represent Mr. Idandcock; 
gave no information about it ; thought nothing wrong in it ; took no part in it. 

I knew William Davis, the carter of Lord Mandeville ; think he was carrying sticks 
for the fire with the rest ; I was not at giving refreshment ; I saw it done ; I dou’t 
know who furnished it, but I believe it came from the Castle ; I heard and make 
no doubt of it ; I don’t recollect the individuals. Was backward and forward a con- 
siderable time about the fire ; I did not throw in wood ; heard cheering ; saw 
Dean Carter, Dr. Paton, not Trotter; saw George Harding, did not see Abraham 
Harding. Dean Carter passed me at the gate, as he was going in ; he came out 
between nine and ten ; I could not see all the way of the Mall, nor tell if Dean 
Carter took any part in what was doing. 

To Mr. Craig. I saw Lady Mandeville with the dean; I don’t recollect any other 
ladies. I never heard that Mr. Lofty gave directions for supplying brambles or the 
pole ; I gave him no intimation ; he gave no directions on the subject whatever, 
and knew nothing of these being supplied from the castle. Mr. Lofty is agent to 
Lord Mandeville ; I heard that he has resigned, but he was agent that day ; I heard, 
and believe, Dean Carter dined at the castle that day ; dinner is generally about 
six there. 

George M l Coomb, sworn, and warned not to criminate himself. The Solicitor- 
general said he would not involve the witness in any proceeding at law. 

If itness proceeded. I am a day-labourer for Lord Mandeville. On the 24th July 
last, I carried something like the figure of a man to be burned ; did not dress it ; 
nobody gave ic to me ; I found it standing against the wall ; was not surprised 
I found it there. Heard the people say something was to be burned; I got it 
inside Lord Mandeville’s gate, and brought it from inside the gate outside ; looked 
at it, said nothing to it (laughter) ; heard some call it Ardle Hanlon ; don’t know 
where it came from ; have not the least idea who made it ; I carried him (the figure) 
out; he was put up and burned. I staid till I went to the public-house to get share 
of a tumbler of beer with Dan M'Coomb ; he paid for a quart, I paid for another 
quart ; I had no curiosity to ask where it came from, who put it there ; did not see 
the dean ; I got some drink ; my memory was a little affected. I heard cheering 
and groaning, but could not tell what it was for. I heard the little people shout- 
mg ; heard the name of Handcock, but could not tell whether in praise or not ; 
I did not carry out brambles ; I took plenty of castle beer ; I did not pay for it, 
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I got it free gratis ; I found the effigy, not close to the gate, a good distance in 
under the plantation. 

Peter M'Corlcer, sworn. I’m a mason ; I never saw the effigy, nor do I know 
who made it : heard two days before the 24th that the like was going to be from 
the men about the castle, about the men getting out of gaol ; it was said to be the 
effigy of Handcock, respecting what he had done about the men from Lurgan, 
arresting these men ; I can t say who those men were, positively, nor who made it ■ 
I know no handy men there who could do it, but the Ogles. 

To Mr. Craig. M’Connell never spoke to me about coming here. I’m a Roman- 
catholic ; felt not a hap’orth of alarm. I did not see Roman-catholics maltreated • 
felt no alarm whatever, not a bit of fear or care ; I got some of the beer, but not 
that night. 

James Ogle, sworn. This witness was assured by the Solicitor-general he would 
not be made the subject of a prosecution in consequence of what he deposed to 
respecting himself. 

Witness. I saw the effigy, I think, first on Lord Mandeville’s loft, the loft of the 
gate-house; a boy sleeps in it, and Robinson formerly slept in it; John Beauman, 
gate-keeper, lives in it ; ’tis on the right hand, and has a separate entrance to the 
loft I first saw the effigy in the loft between seven and eight o’clock ; heard 
a little of it on Wednesday morning; was not working in loft; can’t be sure of 
any one talking of it in the morning ; perhaps more than one may be concerned in 
the making of it, can’t be sure, can’t tell who the principals were ; Mr. Robinson, 
Lord Mandeville’s gardener, had something to do with the making of it; I saw. him 
in the loft at past six. 1 went into loft; till then, didn’t know it was there ; the 
voice of the people said it was for Handcock. Robinson is not here. 

Mr. M'Connell. My Lord, I can’t get him summoned ; he has absconded. 

To Mr. Craig —Witness. In my opinion, Mr. Lofty knew nothing about this 
bonfire. 

Archibald Ogle, sworn. I saw the effigy first when it came out from the gate, 
carried I don’t know by whom, they were strangers ; I’m not long here ; I saw it 
burning ; can’t say who were at the making of it ; they called it different names, 
Ardel Hanlon and Handcock, it might have been burned under the names of the 
two; was at the fire 1 suppose an hour, stood in different places while fire was 
burning ; I did not know Dr. Paton or Dean Carter from others. 

Mr. Porter stepped forward and said, “ If called before, I know a great deal, 
and would save a great deal of time and trouble. I received a summons ; my lord, 
is it right to erase one name, and insert another in a summons ?” 

The Solicitor- general. That is not irregular in the summons, if it had the au- 
thority of Lord Gosford. 

Mr. Henry John Porter, then sworn. 

The Solicitor-general. We will hear any statement, or any one who wishes to 
answer voluntarily any question. 

Witness. I was in Tanderagee on the 24th of July ; I was aware of the bonfire, 
was present at it ; not aware of the effigy. The intention of the bonfire I believe 
originated with myself, on Tuesday night. The trial of the orangemen terminated 
on Monday night; between five and six on Tuesday evening it occurred to me to 
be a good thing to have a bonfire to commemorate the acquittal of our friends, 
I consider the orangemen our friends; I called on Mr. Hardy, about tar barrels, 
it was too late, and put off that evening ; I told James Ogle about bonfire ; I saw 
the brewer’s dray come to the castle ; 1 bought a barrel of beer myself, it was paid 
for by me; it was never in Lord Mandeville’s house, but laid down. Several, and 
I amongst others, paid the expenses of the orangemen who were tried, and for that 
reason had the bonfire. I saw nothing that I believe was an effigy; I was anxious 
that Lord Mandeville’s boys should see the bonfire, being a pretty thing ; I saw 
this on the loft which I believe was afterwards burned ; I gave no directions, and 
did not interfere about the bonfire. When about to retire that evening, after 
coming out with the castle party, I was unwillingly carried about by the people ; 
when let down from their shoulders, Dr. Paton happened to be next me, I took 
hold of him, they carried him, helped him up, greatly against his wish. I returned 
to the castle, saw the effigy burning ; Dean Carter and we were all together, of the 
castle party, very close, heard cheering for Lady Mandcville ; we, the dean amongst 
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others, took off our hats, took them offin compliment to Lady Mandeville ; I certainly 
took off my hat when I was cheered, I’ve no doubt I did ; others told me the dean 
did. I saw the effigy burning ; heard it was to represent Handcock ; I dare say it was 
what was on the loft, I dare say it was the same; I had no curiosity or thought about 
it ; the object I was most engaged in was the delight of the little children ; I did not 
express any thing against it ; I did not perceive Dean Carter acting any way until 
ladies withdrew ; it was a rude sort of a thing, something like a man, clearly very like 
a man ; I had no idea whether it was intended as a compliment or otherwise, I did 
not not think about it. I would not care about my being burned in effigy ; I don’t 
know whether burning in effigy is calculated or not to add credit to the magisterial 
character ; I would not encourage it ; whatever influence I may have, don’t think 
1 could prevent it ; I could have no influence over what I was not aware of ; when 
I saw it on the loft I could not tell that it was a thing to be burned; I did not 
mention seeing the figure, it was a surprize when I went out. Yes, surely I thought 
it was right to celebrate the acquittal of the orangemen in a peaceable quiet manner. 
I would not have thought it right to cast a reflection on any gentleman ; when he, 
Handcock, was named, it was evident it was intended for him ; I can’t form any 
opinion whether it was or was not calculated to cast discredit on Mr. Handcock ; 
I don’t think it a compliment, nor do I consider him in danger from it ; I can’t tell 
what the intentions of those who erected it were towards him ; I can’t form an 
opinion, as I heard no remark degrading to him, whether it was intended as a reflec- 
tion on him. When I was let down, Dean Carter had retreated ; I was taken up 
against my will ; I’d much rather not, according to my own feelings; I was so 
much annoyed I wished the doctor to be taken up in the same manner. As far as 
joy for those acquitted, our feelings were all in accordance, but not with respect to 
Handcock, I should be sorry any gentleman would be insulted ; I know not what 
my disposition may be, if I felt it intended for joy, to express condemnation. 
I know not how far interfering would be regulated by the likelihood of success ; 
when I saw the fire it was impossible to stop burning the effigy ; I don't know it 
was intended as an insult ; I did not consider about it, or think of Mr. Handcock : 



I did not know that was an insult; can’t speak for other persons’ feelings; I don’t 
know how the orangemen felt about Mr. Handcock. The people tried were not from 
Tanderagee. I know not whether the conduct of Mr. Hamilton, in carrying into 
effect the anti-procession law, was popular or unpopular with those at the bonfire ; 
or in this particular town what they thought of him I can form no opinion ; I took 
no means to collect these people. Mr. Hamilton, of Trubert, dined at Lord 
Mandeville’s ; I did not see him come out, I believe he did. 

Fo the Solicitor-general. I saw no one whatever interfere or express disapproba- 
tion of these people ; Dean Carter did not interfere. 

To Mr- Craig. I am satisfied Mr. Lofty, agent, gave no orders for the bonfire, 
or was at all privy to it ; I am satisfied Lofty knew nothing of the effigy ; he 
was not that day about the castle. The crowd about the fire were peaceable ; 
nothing unpleasant occurred : Catholics and Protestants seemed all to be enjoying 
it ; numbers of both were present. Is sure Mr. Lofty could not have dispersed 
them ; is sure, if attempted, loss of life might have occurred ; if collision occurred, 
lives might have been lost; l would have done as he did, and I think he acted 
best for the preservation of the peace, Mr. and Mrs. Calthurst were at the castle ; 
I kept the children up ; it was announced to the company that the bonfire 
was lighted; Lady Mandeville was aware I was to come in for the boys ; I just 
merely announced it ; I said nothing about an effigv till they saw it in the street ; 
it was my announcement that brought Dean Carter, Lady Mandeville and the dean’s 
daughter (in his arms) out; Lady Mandeville accompanied the children ; the dean 
got into the castle before me; 1 saw him waving his hat; it would have been 
a mark of disrespect if he had not taken his hat off; when that which could not but 
Je construed into a compliment was paid to a lady leaning on his arm : when the 
party was invited to the castle, they did not know of this bonfire, save Lady M., 
when I asked her to ct the children come ; neither did they know of the effigy ; 
Dean Carter did not know of it ; if any other gentleman was near me, would have 
perceived him. 



1° the Solicitor-general. I think from what occurred at other places, other part: 
o the country when police were injudiciously brought forward to disperse assem 
blies of people, if magistrates, with four police, attempted it here, something 
might have occurred ; I never, when preparing it, contemplated any such coiigre 

gatioi 
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gation of persons as assembled at the bonfire ; never contemplated any benefit from 
it ; I thought about that trial all were of one mind, all but this gentleman 
here. 

Mr. M'Connell. I’m not a Roman-catholic ; I’m a liberal Protestant, what I wish 
you were. 

To the Solicitor-general. — Witness. I can’t tell ; I can't form an opinion whe- 
ther this demonstration might have provoked unpleasant feelings, if an opposite 
party who were not of the same mind had been here. 

To Mr. Craig. I am satisfied several Roman-catholics assisted in getting up this 
bonfire. 

Mr. Craig. Don’t you believe the Anti-procession Act is as unpopular with 
Roman -catholics as Protestants. 

The Solicitor-general. That is an inquiry I can’t enter into j you may as well 
ask whether the English laws are popular or not. 

Charles Brownlow , Esq., sworn. I am a magistrate for Armagh ; 1 was with 
Mr. Handcock when the examinations were taken at Lurgan ; we told the men 
who were brought up, that we were anxious to take their bail ; they declined giving 
bail, and we had to send them to Armagh gaol in consequence ; 1 did not witness 
any diversity of feeling on that occasion ; the feeling was nearly universal ; the 
proceeding had the appearance of being particularly unpopular with the orangemen 
of the county. After the assizes ended in Armagh, I returned to Lurgan : when 
I returned I saw the first demonstration of feeling at Portadown church, where an 
orange flag was hoisted on the church ; I met Colonel Blacker ; I proceeded to 
Lurgan, and saw a flag on that steeple also. There were several persons at the 
tollgate ; I passed on without receiving any notice; guns were firing during the 
time, flags were flying, and the noise was heard of the assemblage of large bodies 
of people ; a large assembled multitude during the whole night ; I saw marks of 
fire before Mr. Handcock’s door the next day, and his windows were broken. I do 
not say any such thing as that the whole Protestant population had the same feelings 
on this subject ; I should be very sorry ; I should hope a very large portion had 
not ; but as far as I saw, on that occasion, it was a feeling condemnatory of the 
conduct of Mr. Handcock arid myself. I think burning a magistrate in effigy is 
calculated to bring the laws, and the vindicators of the laws of the country, into 
great disrepute, and if something is not done to prevent such a proceeding, it will 
be in vain for the magistrates to assert or vindicate those laws. 

To Mr. Craig. I never heard of any effigy burned for my conduct on that occa- 
sion. I dare say, with the Protestant exclusives that may render Mr. Handcock 
unpopular ; party feeling runs very high in this country ; that, like every other 
question in this country, has assumed, and wears a very strong party aspect now. 

To the Soliiitor-general. I consider that effigy-burning indecent in the fullest 
degree ; an insult to a clergyman. I acted little as a magistrate ; Mr. Handcock 
is my agent, and the only acting magistrate in Lurgan. On the 12th July I met 
Mr. Handcock in my office ; he spoke with reference to the day he consulted me ; 
that with reference to the peace of the country there, it might be unwise to inter- 
fere ; we did not interfere, but the police brought us the names of persons who 
attended ; we sent them to Dublin, and took informations by order of Govern- 
ment. I heard what was stated here yesterday and this day. A double motive has 
been attributed to Mr. Lofty and Dean Carter. I would not attempt to dis- 
perse the meeting, as there were doubts of the successful interference of Mr. Lofty 
and Dean Carter ; I should suppose their interference at first would be most likely 
to arrest it ; afterwards had they attempted it, they might have failed. 

Case for complainants closed here. 

The Solicitor-general said Dean Carter or any of the other gentlemen were at 
, liberty to produce any witnesses they may think necessary for their defence. 

Mr. Craig was proceeding to make a statement. 

The Solicitor-general said if he made any statement, a speech to evidence, as 
a counterpart, must be made ; but Lord Gosford and he, if he thought full justice 
could not be had without it, would hear him ; they, however, had no power to 
pronounce any judgment, and were merely there as reporters. 

* Mr, Craig. Very well, as evidence is taken down on both sides, I shall proceed 
in defence of Dean Carter, Dr. Paton, Mr. A. Hardy and Mr. Lofty. 

357- p * 
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1 . For Mr. Lofty. 

Mrs. Lucy Mee, sworn. The Solicitor-general said lie departed from tlie rule of 
evidence first laid down, as he found it was inconvenient ; the same indulgence he 
allowed Mr. Craig therefore must now be extended to the other party. 

Witness. I recollect the night of the 24th of July, the bonfire in Tanderagee. 
I after tea took a long walk with Mr. Lofty and my daughter; we had tea at seven ; 
returned about ten with Mr. Lofty and my daughter. I observed a great crowd 
about the Mall, in the street ; heard drums and fifes, but knew nothing of this bon- 
fire previously, nor Mr. Lofty, I am convinced, or he would have said somethin^ 
about it ; I came with him ; when we had left the village, we saw no disturbance or 
particular crowd in the town ; they were just going to light the fire ; when we 
returned, there was a great crowd. I went in, remained some time in Mr. Lofty's 
house ; Mr. Lofty remained within, and never afterwards went across his hall door 
out ; he sat in a parlour, writing ; he did not even come into the drawing-room, 
until 1 brought him into the drawing-room to see the fire. I believe he knew 
nothing about the bonfire ; positively, lie knew nothing about the effigy. I told 
him of the effigy ; he had no idea of it when he went out to walk ; when told of 
the effigy, he said it ought not to be, it was much against his wishes, and was very 
sorry any such demonstration was going on. When the fire was in full blaze, I called 
Mr. Lofty, ; it was then so very brilliant, I called to Mr. M ‘Connell. My daughter 
was married to Mr. Lofty’s son. I saw no crowd, when we went out, near Mr. 
Lofty’s house ; during our walk, not a word passed about this bonfire ; there was 
a number of persons present when we returned ; I never knew any thing about it. 
It was into the room with a window looking towards the fire I brought Mr. Lofty, 
the drawing-room ; found many ladies there ; there was no party there that even- 
ing ; every evening, the ladies assembled at Mr. Lofty’s. There were two Miss 
Fergussons, from Dublin, on a visit with Mr. Crea, Miss Mullens, the governess, 
a number of children, Miss Paton ; can’t say several came in to see the fire ; ladies 
came in there frequently, into Mr. Lofty’s, without the inducement of a fire ; I met 
those ladies there before, and since, very frequently ; I was not in the least sur- 
prised to find them there, nor should not this evening. I made Mr. Lofty, against 
his inclination, come in from the parlour to see the fire ; he did not look out many 
minutes ; positively, he did not afterwards leave the house ; he might go out, but 
I know lie did not. The drawingroom doors were open to the hall ; I am not 
going to say what he could do, I’m saying what he did ; I positively believe he 
did not. 

To Mr. Craig. I know not of any invitation to see this bonfire, oh, no ! 

To the Solicitor-general. I believe Mr. Lofty is about 60. After the walk there 
was a conversation with Serjeant Stratton. I was told, about the effigy, by the 
people about the door, that the effigy of Mr. Handcock was to be burned ; I don’t 
indeed know where Mr. Lofty was at that time ; Mr. Lofty indeed knew of no effigy, 
heard it when it was on fire ; after we returned from the walk had conversation 
with Seijeant Stratton ; I can’t recollect if the fire was burning then, I believe the 
lire was burning when Mr. Lofty stood at the door and desired him to take care of 
it j the preparations were making. 

Mr . Lofty said he was 35 years a magistrate and would leave his case as it 
stood. 

2. Lean Carter's Case. 

The Rev. Maxwell Carpenter sworn. I was not in Tanderagee on the 24th of 
i - ’f k Llt was da y following, I had then a conversation with Dean Carter about 
this fire. 

The Solicitor-general objected. 

Mr. Craig thought this evidence part of the res gesta y as before any complaint 
was made on the subject, witness said, he was frequently obliged to speak two or 
three times to the dean, as he cannot hear; obliged to speak loud, when I am carving 
for him ; I will not say he is totally deaf, has a dullness of hearing : he has taken 
conversations all wrong, expressions evident to others are often inaudible to him ; 
lie is, I believe, 31 years a magistrate ; he was made sovereign of Armagh, when 
lie first came to Ireland. I did hear of one, but of one complaint, about magisterial 
duty, against him; it was made to Government; the result was, I read a letter from 

Archdeacon 
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Archdeacon Singleton saying the complaint was absurd, idle and malicious ; I be- 
lieve {looking at Mr. M ( Connell), I know the person who made it. 

To Mr. M' Connell. Next day, the dean disapproved of the bonfire ; he did not 
know of the effigy until next day. I am not a magistrate and don’t know' it would 
have been a magistrate’s duty to prevent it ; I disapprove of the effigy, but a great 
deal more of taking notice of it. I recollect the night of the fire, I heard no sound 
of drums at .home ; the maid said, about nine, there was a burning about the castle. 

I heard respectable men complain of Mr. Handcock’s handcuffing those men sent 
to gaol ; I don’t know that it was done however. 

The Solicitor-general. If it was done, it occurred to Mr. Handcock that the 
public peace required it. If the dean wishes to make a statement I shall hear him ; 

1 don’t call for it, it is his Excellency’s wish to have the fullest information from 
every quarter and from every person. 

Mr. Craig. Dean Carter rests his case on his entire ignorance of this matter, he 
has already stated to Government his defence, not on oath ; the Government have 
been pleased to act and not think it necessary to say anything. 

Mr. Trottei' , s Case. 

Mr. James Kincaid sworn. I recollect the bonfire, at Tanderagee, on the night 
of 24th July ; I saw Mr. Trotter, about nine or a little after, that evening, saw him 
in the street nearly opposite his own door ; the fire was at top. I met George Hardy 
towards the bonfire ; Mr. Trotter was not at the bonfire, when I met him it was in 
view then ; George Hardy and I went with Mr. Trotter to the bonfire ; I saw no 
effigy, it must have been consumed then before we arrived, w-e kept to the left of 
the circle, quite outside. I went from curiosity, I believe it was nothing but curio- 
sity induced the others; I heard no groans at all ; I don’t think 1 heard Hand- 
cock’s. name mentioned at all at the fire ; Mr. Trotter was all the time in my view, 

I saw an attempt made to chair him, he resisted it, he endeavoured and did get off; 

I did not see him wave his hat, he was in my view all the time of the fire; he may 
have turned round, could not wave his hat without my seeing him ; when he stopped 
the two men, Cullen and Hume, from chairing him, saw Mr. Hardy assist in res- 
cuing himself from the men. The magistrates with four police, I think, could not 
stop the business, it seemed to give offence to nobody, the people were only bent on 
enjoying themselves for their amusement ; it might have been imprudent in any one 
to prevent them ; from my knowledge of the feeling of parties, that was not in the 
least calculated to excite terror in Roman-catholics ; saw no indication of offence 
having been taken by Roman-catholics, saw a number of Roman-catholics there 
amusing themselves along with others. As far as I have reason to observe and know', 
I believe, towards Dean Carter, Mr. Lofty, Dr. Paton, Mr. M ‘Connell’s feelings 
are very hostile. 

The Solicitor -general said, they merely wanted to know the facts of this Tander- 
agee case ; the true statement of facts. 

Witness. I know Abraham Hardy, he lives a little way in the country ; I did not 
see him at the fire. 

To Mr. McConnell. I am Abraham Hardy’s brother-in-law ; will not swear he was 
not there ; I went from curiosity ; heard in the evening Handcock was to be burned 
in effigy, from people in the ‘ shop, in the course of the market ; we don’t dine 
market days, saw no unusual crowd in the street that day until 1 went up ; there 
were persons between the houses and where we were standing, persons also straying 
about; saw Dean Carter, but doing nothing; I’ll not swear Mr. Hardy did not 
wave his hat ; if a number of Roman-catholics had been there, it might have been 
offensive to that part of the community, I saw no cause of offence given or taken ; 
no person went for Mr. Hardy from me to take punch ; I don’t think Abraham 
Hardy was in town that evening. 

John Porter sworn. I recollect the 24th of July ; was at the fire when it com- 
menced ; saw Dr. Paton there when the fire was blazing, about half an hour after 
the lire commenced ; he was standing next the porter’s lodge, at the end of the 
Mall, about ] 2 yards from the fire ; 1 did not hear the crowd shouting ; Handcock s 
effigy was being burned. I saw an attempt to chair Dr. Paton, he resisted it, and 
was forced on the shoulders of the people ; he .wore no regimentals, plain clothes ; 
he is an officer of the Tanderagee yeomanry ; he struggled with his entire power. 
Saw the dean with the ladies ; knows John Orr, he lifted Dr. Paton that he might 
357 - D2 be 
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be chaired ; Dr. Paton got hold of, and hurt him, struggling to get off. I went 
from curiosity. 

To Mr. M l Connell. I am apprentice to Mr. 1 rotter, landeragee, he has six 
boys apprentices. I saw the fire that evening ; the object of it was to celebrate the 
release of the orangemen, nothing else ; was several times round the fire, was not 
inside Lord Mandeville’s gate ; I used no gun or fire-arms that evening, nor Mr. 
Orr to my knowledge ; I don’t know of the other boys bringing fire-arms out ; 
saw Dr. Paton chaired ; saw Dean Carter, but doing nothing ; there were half a 
dozen drums, they played different tunes. I went home and found Mr. Trotter in 
his own house : saw the fire about eight o’clock, and I think I left Mr. Trotter in 
the house. There were only five apprentices that time ; I. did not see him in the 
place when I left ; I don’t think he was at the fire ; have no reason to think he 
went out, 1 think lie was in the house ; I don’t give evidence to serve him. He was 
standing near the window when I saw him, but not cheering or waving his hat. 

To Mr. Craig. One apprentice is about li, another about 12, another 13, 
another 1 4 or 1 5 . 

To the Solicitor-general. I left Mr. Trotter and the younger lads in when I 
went out. 

To Mr. M' Connell. I saw no orange display from Trotter’s window at this time; 
some went off with lilies, four or five perhaps. 

To the Solicitor- general. I don’t recollect any orange flags ; saw no one carrying 
them ; saw no lilies that day. Trotter keeps the post-office. There was march- 
ing in Tanderagee on the 12th of July; .great displays of orange lilies in the 
windows. I have heard it was pretty general all over the country. 

John Orr examined. I was at the fire ; saw Dr. Paton chaired ; I assisted in 
chairing ; Dr. Paton struggled to avoid chairing. 

To Mr M l Cornell. I went off' about nine o’clock ; Mr. Trotter was at home ; I 
don’t think we’d have chaired you ( to Mr. M‘Connell). I assisted in getting Dr. 
Paton up ; it was to pay him a compliment. 

To the Solicitor-general. I heard from different people that there was to be a 
bonfire ; had no conversation with Trotter on the subject ; remained out an hour 
after. 

Dr. Pa ton's Case. 

Dr. Paton. It is principally of the motives that are attributed to me I com- 
plain ; I admit the facts. 

lie asked to be examined, which request was complied with. 

Dr. Paton, sworn. Said, at the time I first heard of this bonfire I disapproved 
of such a display of popular feeling; 1 was very busy on Tuesday evening, and 
when I heard again of it, it was W ednesday evening, after tea, between seven and 
eight. Mrs. P. proposed I should walk up and visit her aunt ; I did go, and the 
two youngest girls with us. I live within a few doors of Trotter, about 100 yards 
from the bonfire ; they were making it ; went and sat with Mr. Lofty more than half 
an hour. I went over and saw a bonfire, standing outside the skirts of the crowd, 
was speaking to Adams, who said Lady Mandeville is out ; I said I’ll go and speak 
to Lady Mandeville; I went; this was the first time I saw the effigy; there were 
cheers for Lady Mandeville, Lord Mandeville and others. I took off my hat merely, 
and neither waved nor gave cheers. The ladies, when they prepared to chair 
Porter, seemed alarmed ; Lady Mandeville and the children went into the gate ; I 
returned, when I removed the children. Mr. Porter was then laid down on the 
steps ; he said, “ Here, chair Dr. Paton.” I made all the resistance I could without 
hurting them ; went to Mr. Lofty’s, then went home. 

To the Solicitor-general. The fire was kindled when I went to Lady Mande- 
ville ; the effigy was burning ; a girl outside said, it was intended for Handcock. 
I had been half an hour probably in Lofty’s parlour. There were cheers for Lord 
and Lady Mandeville, Lord Roden, Colonel Blacker, and Porter ; I heard no 
groans ; can t tell the objects of the crowd ; the bonfii’e 1 heax*d was for the orange- 
men ; I disapproved of it ; I must conclude, from what I saw and heard, there was 
a double purpose in it. I had not uniform on, nor had uniform on for a number 
of years. 

lo Mr. M l Connell. As far as I recollect, the first time I saw the effigy when 
I went to Lady Mandeville ; remained more than half an hour ; I saw Dean Carter \ 

I can’t 
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I can’t say he knew it ; have no influence in any matter of moment ; am captain 
of a yeomanry corps ; I know the Boyne Society ; I know what you mean ; J was 
once district grand master of the orangemen, if that’s what you mean; I don’t 
believe I have much influence with the orangemen at all ; 1 did not hear any 
magistrates took proceedings about this; my opinion is, they consulted the peace 
of the country more by not taking any. 

To the Solicitor-general. There was no fifer or drummer of my corps there ; 
yes, I saw one there ; never saw a magistrate’s effigy burned before ; think it very 
improper ; during the half hour I was there, I made no observation ; there was 
a foolish fellow there dancing, 1 minded his antics more than any effigy ; I made no 
observation on the impropriety or indecency of that exhibition. The first time 
Government discountenanced orangemen, I think about eight years ago, I received 
an order that no officer in uniform should appear in an orange procession ; we did 
not permit music or drums to any procession of the sort. In obedience to orders 
from Dublin Castle, I issued my orders ; they were obeyed, save by one individual ; 
on the 12th July, one drummer disobeyed; when parade was over, he gave me 
a saucy answer ; I seized his drum and gave it to a constable, and did it at the risk 
of my own life. 

To Mr. McConnell. I am an orangeman, and member of an orange lodge ; 
but joined no procession prohibited by Government. I heard of the Gun club 
formed by young men ; I understood to get guns raffled for. 

To the Solicitor-general. Since the 24th July, I dismissed Richard Morris from 
my corps for non-attendance at the drills. The circumstance of his making an 
affidavit on this Tanderagee business formed no ingredient in my motives ; I did 
not know of his affidavit until the Lords Justices enclosed me it. Morris never came 
forward to excuse himself, and offered for a sum of money, I understood, to give 
away his appointments ; I never heard his inculpating me, till Colonel G osset sent 
me his petitions. 

To the Solicitor-general. Before I dismissed Morris, I heard he offered to make 
an affidavit, but I solemnly swear, if he had not made the affidavit, I would have 
dismissed him for disobedience of orders, and that formed, as 1 said, no ingredient 
in my motives ; Morris came to one parade after the order was issued for his arms 
to be taken ; I dismissed another man on the same day for the same offence, his 
name is George Reppel. I received no orders from Government not to attend 
drilling. 

Colonel Blacker sworn. I know Dr. Paton, he commands the Tanderagee corps 
in my brigade; a good number of years, 20 odd 1 fancy; I had many opportunities 
of observing his conduct, as an officer he was always most attentive to the discipline 
of his corps in every particular ; the corps is in a high state of discipline ; I am 
sure no orders would come from Government that he would not obey with steadi- 
ness and promptitude ; with regard to the burning of Mr. Handcock’s effigy, I am 
convinced he is one of the last to countenance it, for this reason, he was a brother 
yeomanry officer also. 

To Mr. M l Connell. I consider it the duty of an officer of yeomanry to respect 
the laws, not but it may be dangerous ; for asserting them, a man may be in danger 
and tried for his life on it ; it depends on the circumstances, if remaining half an 
hour at a burning effigy is supporting the laws, a gentleman protecting a lady or 
looking at a fool dancing ; I don’t think a yeomanry commission calls on him to 
think on the subject or prevents his indulging a curiosity ; I don’t think it would be 
contrary to a yeomanry officer’s duty as a citizen to remain as he did under the cir- 
cumstances ; if on duty, he would deserve censure : if I had been protecting ladies 
and children, I might remain an hour. I don’t think his yeomanry situation has 
anything to do with his duty as a private citizen, nor is he to be visited for what he 
does as a private citizen ; a yeomanry officer is the very reverse of a magistrate, from 
being always on duty ; a magistrate is always on permanent duty- 

To the Solicitor-general. In my opinion, had Dr. Paton been in the discharge of 
his duty as a yeoman, to have remained without interfering would have been in- 
decent ; not on duty as a yeoman, he is to be considered in his private capacity only; 
a magistrate is always on permanent duty; I should think when a magistrate, in such 
a case as the Tanderagee effigy, sees his influence can be exerted with advantage, 
he should use it. 

357. d 3 Would 
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Would it not be his duty to withdraw and not give the sanction of his pre- 
sence? 

Colonel Blacker. Generally speaking, it would be more consistent with his 
magisterial duty to withdraw, if he could not prevent. 

JVilliam Murphy sworn. I am a day labourer, about Dean Carter’s, from six to 
six o’clock ; I was at the bonfire, but Dean Carter knew nothing about it, about my 
going there. 

To Mr. M‘ Connell. I am a member of Dr. Paton’s corps ; I can’t say how long, 
believe a year ; I keep Dean Carter’s gate-house; I know M ‘Bride, the dean’s coach- 
man ; I did not see him at the fire. 



Dublin Castle. 



(True Copy.) 



W. Gosset. 
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